Surgical strategies for aneurysms deemed unclippable and uncoilable.
Although most cerebral aneurysms can nowadays be successfully treated either by standard clipping or sole coiling, a subset of aneurysms may not be amenable to standard clipping or coiling and require alternative treatment options. Surgical options, other than clipping and/or endovascular options other than sole coiling, may be the optimal treatment plan for some complex aneurysms. Surgical strategies for such complex aneurysms include parent artery occlusion, revascularization procedures and flow redirection. In this article, we review which factors are predictive of failure of conventional aneurysm treatment options; summarize key information needed to orient treatment decision; and discuss surgical options for unclippable and uncoilable aneurysms.